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fare el a digmtied- process to
determine.’the best - course - for
the -country. long ‘ago devolved

re’s: the legal dispute. The ap-
urt says. the law is - constitu-
S. Attorney Getieral Janet Re-
1e, says it ism't. - -

edly, allowing theseé tin-Miran- -
fessions could .create: trouble-
viguities: that overzealous po-
~exploit in" coercifig or trick-
ect in-violation of his rights.
risk must be weighed against
its of a genuinely voluntary"

nfession—is—really voluntary, <
is the truth, that musters a
argument for .allowing it to
ety has rights as well as sus-

onal_and_international_news____|

ne local news.

 the magnitude of the finan-
c station ran a $280,000 def-
n a nine-week campaign to
nd ‘another $100,000-plus in

. who then recommend

-
By GERHARD FALK

Academic tenure per- .
mits a dpmt’es‘sor or -teacher
to hold his job until retire-
ment or for ‘life. This ar-
rangement has come under
considerable—criticism in
recent months on the
grounds<that. it tends to
protect incompetent faculty
from losing their jobs.

While this criticism is sometimes

valid, it overlooks that tenure pro-
tects the best and most productive
faculty from resentment against

achievement,

A professor is eligible for tenure
'aﬂerlg) i

aving been employed for seven
years. During that time he is expect-
ed to do a good job teaching and,
normially, is also, expected to publish
scholarly articles or books. At the
nclusion of six years, the candidate
or tenure is reviewed by a commit- -
tee of his peers, ie., fellow faculty,
to the adminis-"
tration whether to grant the candi--
date a lifetime appointment. If tenure

|-——is-refused,—the-professor-ean-stay-one

more year and is then: “fired.”
Theoretically, this would ensure
that only the best are appointed.
However, faculty committees general-
ly include only faculty politicians, who
staff almost all of the committees.

But reconsideration. of the
suspension of WNED- opera-
1th-hour opportunity to save

pth and diversity of declining
more so in terms of keeping
informed. Public information
aried news sources — radio,
s — as possible.

ta

rporations should seriously
WNED alive — and make a
ea-resource on-the air.

JB

3-involvement-in local efforts
rnment, -education- and-other
sharing its pool.of expertise

> prestigious Bollingen Prize
mber Robert White Creeley
of individual talent. :
ninal figure in modern poet-
echnique - and imagery. His
use of multilayered imagery
ays a safe thing; with apolo-
Wwn paean of praise:

ul

thing themseives and are therefore
worried lest a truly outstanding schol-
ar/teacher be given tenure, =
Consequently, the ‘untenured must
walka fing. line between doing too
little to satisfy the reviewing commit-
tees and administrators or doing so

resent their superior ability and re-
fuse to recommend-tenure. A candi-

mittee is seldom, if ever, given tenure
by administrators. o
__All this. means that only the ten-

teachers and productive scholars. since
they cannot be figed by those who re-
sent their competence. Lower-ranking
yot tenured-professors who seek pro-
motion to “full” professor face the
same problems in this respect. There-
fore, the best work done in any uni-
versity or college is done by tehured,
full professors who ‘are free to pub-
lish, teach and produce without wor-
rying about the committee profession-
als and other self-appointed elitists

 Tenure allows best professors
fosuoceed without-resentment

institutions of higher learning. Those :
—who express views not_to the liking of |
—campus politicians are either deprived
of their jobs, denied premotigns or-
excluded from faculty activities, - .-
As a result, large numbers of fae-
ulty no longer attend any meetings;
refuse to serve on committees or fear
teaching subject matter not “political-
ly correct.” That phrase refers to the
belief that some thoughts should pot
be expressed, some ideas not/exhiby
ited, some books not written and
some forms_of expression not spoken.
“Political correctness” is just one
mofe form of tyranny among the
many that have plagued mankind.. It
is, however

dent in sociology would not dare exs
press an interest- in the work of - Pitire
im Sorokin. He,. too, is out..In:histo,
1y, the tyranny.is so bad that a youpg
Harvard historian, . Danicl Goldhagen,,
was-greeted with—a barrage —of-criti: |
. Cism amounting to personal attacks -
because he dared to write a bogk
much that the faculty committees will Whose views differ from the standarg
opinions of established historians.. ...
These examples and many othefs. I
date who has been refused by a com- could cite demonstrate the need for
* tenure in higher education lest the
most productive scholars and best
teachers become the victims of rigid
ured can truly develop into superior and narrow conformists, to the detri-
ment of students and freedom alike.

-academy iS now
the campus “thought police:”- ._
For example, it is currently almost-
impossible for a graduate: student jp’
psychology to follow the teachings.jof
Sigmund Freud. Freud .is “politically
~ These faculty politicians seldom find _incorrect"Similarly,—a—graduate—stu=—
" time to do any research or write any-

Bl v

Some: nionths -back, -a political
€artoonist ‘captured that some-
thing ¢lse in a. drawing that pic~

Today, almost the entire
academic_establishment is
dominated by those who
demand conformity at any
price. In fact, rigid confor-
mity and puritanical thirk-
ing are the prircipal char-
acteristics - of the academic
world, -so that there .is
hardly .any room for indi-
vidualism anywhere -in our

» most egregious that the
W “goose “stepping” to
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Texas should replace death penalty with life imprisonment

“Texas leads the nation in the num-
ber of executions, - yet can’t seem to
execute inmates quickly enough to
freé space for new prisoners. There

. are fundamental flaws with our state

criminal-justice system.
A proposal to expand death row

-because of crowding highlights the

state’s unjust use of the death enalty
and the urgent nced to replace it
with life without parole.

The death penalty is - fraught with
problems — from the. casual and se-
cretive clemency review process to

the often incompetent legal ‘represens;
tation offered death-row inmates.:

No one is arguing that. convig
murderers should .not face punishic
ment. But the state’s reckless use - of
the death penalty- fails - to _ackniowls
edge that judges, S
tors make errors. ... - .. E

The Texas Legislature should: e
this brutal “aiid unfair pracfice. Te
fact that death row: is overcrowded
proves that the death. penalty jsn!
the crime deterrent supporters: clain.

it is.
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- ing_accounting” device, converted it into a

tured special prosctutor Kenneth

Never have so many made so much of
so,_ little. Bottom line: There is no im-
peachment case against President Clinton
— never was and never will be, ,

Aecnrdingsto Monica Lewinsky, testify-
ing for the 25th time, lying in her deposi-
tion in the Paula Jones case was her own
idea, because she considered her affair
none of anybody else’s business. She was

Clinton was_‘gotten _a - o
3go. Heck, he got himsel
) - Consider; He -splatterc
moTSOnTCting  ¢lse entirely. Tmarks on” his Tegacy, He
tiimself plainly and ¢
liar and. a.cheat. He hus
himself.. more -widely::
foundly than_anybody

lici

not promised a job or.anything else, nor sl
was help in getting the job a reward for MoLy
her deposition. She: got help because she, IVINS

in her ‘words, made a pest of herself,

—Which-is-not-to-say-that-Clinton-didn’t———
-lie-in—hisdeposition-in the Jones case; he most de=hie was

“ers~Clinton’s—sex-life none of our-business—How-it- -

monstrably did.. However, it was on precisely that office of
count that the House declined to impeach him be- - the proc
cause, -in' the. memorable words of one’ Republican, -~ And:
“That was an' uiiderstandable effort to protect his. are still
wife ‘and daughter.” - - © s : ‘of them
Of course, perjury is not. trivial, but since 1) the . ing wast
perjury was committed during immaterial testimony. . of nothi
in’a cisc that was dismissed by the judge as base- about. th
less; 2) the case was brought by his political ene- ing tq ¢
mies to begin with; and 3) the perjury was not de- coherent
signed. to' conceal - illegal conduct, I think  Clinton selves in
should- have been - treated. like any other “citizen- enoiigh,
", caught in such an act of folly. In other words, he  out. this
should have gotten a slap on the wrist. S S THety
o .'thn,Mark,,Euhmumcummiuedwsjury_in._lhc_ceedh%_i
middle of a major murder trial, he was fined $200. House 1
So Clinton should have been fined, say, $100, his courts, 0
political foes could have held him up to moral ob-  tell you
loguy forevermore, and the rest of us could have sounder.
gotten -on, with business. ! Dale Bui
Anyone who thinks Clinton “got away” with This e

- something in this case’because he's president that can
should understand that no one has ever been <has ' been
treated like this for perjury in a civil suit. If Clin- pow enge
ton had been Joec Doaks, he would have béen done this mess
with this more than a year ago. Only because he is too. woul
— president and has- rélentless enemies has he been  their perf
~ subjected fo this extraordinary legal harassment. rather- th:
From the beginning; the public has said it did at-his do

not. want to know about Clinton’s sex life, did not npeed to
need to know about Clinton’s sex life and consid- used by |

ever got to be the subject of this insane legal pro- - Fort Wort

We have grown accustomed to the
. president’s proiposing Bprograms of mind-
gu ing complexity. But not since Clin-
ton’s ill-fated health-care plan in 1993
have we seen anything quite so baffling
and deceptive as his proposal for budget
surpluses.The —president hastaken a
good id¢a' — using the surpluses to repay
federal-debt—==and, through a mislead-

Security to expand benefits for widows. lnfgrmally,
the administration estimates the drug benefit alone
to cost-$10 billion to: $15 billion annually:

. The full implications of the Clinton plan have
escaped “imuch of the press and Congress, because-

"it is so_bewildering. It helps to untangle the ac-

counting. What you find is that Clinton’is (as crit-
ics charge) double ‘counting much of the surplus
and, worse, creating $2.7 trillion in “funny money
~~ funds that don’t exist and whose purposo is to
force future: Congresses and presidents to favor re-
tirees over workers,

Considér how thc“CIimon program wmﬂd' oper-

R Y-

- - ROBERT...

bad idea::a scheme to protect and ex-
pand government: benefits for the elderly SAMUELSON
‘at theexpense of tOmMOTTOW's WOTKSTs. ™ e ——
“The notion that tht federal govern-
ment’s sole: purpose is to support the ‘consumption  trust fund
of the baby bopm in retirement is silly and outra- care trust
eous,”. says economist Eugene Steuerle of the Ur-  from? Nov
an ‘Institute. But. this is, with only slight ‘exaggera- - arithmetic.
tion, ‘Clinton’s vision. The administration expects actual SUf|
taxes to remain near historic records, while non-re-  sion of the
tirement spendihg’. (from Head Start to defense) lion of T
continuously shrinks as a share. of the total. By fund gets-
2020, the share of Social Security, Medicare. and tion,” says
. Medicaid < the ‘main programis for the elderly - Over- 15
could ‘easily rise by 50 percent. of “donati
-Indeed, the administration’s projections could be ‘mitting_ no
conservative, 'becausc they don't ‘include proposed of the cost
new.. fetitement_ benefits. The president wants ‘ture. worke
Medjcare to cover prescription drugs ard Social Naturall

it’s - stifling
nceds of te
it says-tha
care drug
widows) tl
savings. Wi
press. briefi
cut, Treasu
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to get out
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ion who sti
advantages
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